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Hant-Green's pan-
oramic novel Come Back
for Me was redeased this
summer. Chosen as the

inaugural fiction offering of the Now

Jewish Préss (a new publisher asso-

ciated with the University of Toronto

Press). Come Back for Me is goting

rave reviews from a wide ranga of

peomment wriars, Leah Kaminsky
winner of the Voss Literary Prize
called Come Back for Me "hean-
wrenchingly beautitul,” and “a must
read for aryone weh a moral con
scence and a scul” Maxim Shayer,
author Leaving Russia said

“Sharon Hart-Green takes e mod-

e Jewish novel to new heights.”

Roviewed recontly in the Times ¢

lsrael, the Jerusalem Post, and the

Canadian Jewish News, Come Back

for Me s cleany creating a buzz

The book tels the story of two
young Jewish characters—Artur

Mandelvom and Suzy Kohn, Arfur

is & Hungarian Holocaust surviver

who's on a desperate quest 10 hind
his beloved sister, Manya, after they
become saparated durng the war

Aflur's joumey takes him to Israsl

where ha falis In love with Fanny

a young woman who still bears the

scars of her own tragic past. Suzy

Kohn is a Toronto teenager whose

seermingly tranquil ¥e = shattered

by har uncle's sudden death. As
she stnaggles with her aumt's grow
ing depression and her parents’
collective secrecy, Suzy gropes for

haron
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answers o her unanswered Ques:

tions. Al the same time, she s
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dramn int0 a troubled refationship
with a chansmatic young musi
can. As Suzy's coming of age story
reaches a chmax, Artur's quest for
his sister leads o a shockng ois
covory, Thew stories come together
n Israel following the Si-Day War
Like Tahana de Rosnays' baest-
saling novel Sarah’s Key, Sharon
Hart-Green's novel Come Back for
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Mp ceals evocatively with the scars
lelt by tragedy and the pessibilties
for healing

The inspiration behind Come
Back for Me is partly based on
the author's chidhood expan
ences. Despte Qrowing uwp in a
serene Toronto neighborhood, sho
descrides how she was haunted
by ™he stones of war and loss that
seemed %0 hover over the Jewmsh
inhabitants of her lealy enclave He
best imend's father had ost most of
his taméy in the camps: har naigh
boe down the road had been hddan
foe four years in an Amsterdam
closet, and har father's cousin had
hes arm brutaly amputated in a Nao
concentration camp. Ye! the author
was parplexed by the fact that most
of hese people were somebow able
o embrace ke, dosgede thoir losses
How could they marry, rasse chil-
dren, budd famibes and homes?
How did they preserve tho abéty fo
laugh?

Uriike most novels abowt thes
dark pancd In Jewish history, Come
Back for Me is ultmately a story
of hope. Culminating in modern
Isranl, & portrays the Jewsh State
as a redemptive foece in the lile
of her characters. Perhaps even
mom unusual, the novel 5 sutable

tuthowr Sharem Jhoot Cireen

for roaders of a¥ ages. It is benyg
marketed 10 book chubs, Kbeanes,
schools, Israel advocacy groups,
and Holocaust education centers. it
5 50 being promoted bayond the
Jomish commurty o e geoneral
wading public = the US, Canada
and international markets—and
readers are already demanding a
saqued

Although Come Back for Me is
hor S5t novel, Sharon Hant-Geeen
5 N0 strangar 0 the world of Jowish

publshing, After receiving a PhD
in Judac Studies fom Brancets
University, she went on 10 wre two
non-ficton books of Jewssh interest
Not A Simpie Story, about the work
of the Nobol Prze winning Hebrew
novelst Shimuel Yose! Agnon; and
Bridging the Divide, a compilation
of her translations of the Hobrow
poams of Hava Pinhas-Coban, the
renowned lsrasll poet

In addition, her short stones
poams, transiations, and revews
have appeared in a vanety of pub-
ications, She taught Hebrew and
Yiddish Literature a3t tha Universty
of Toronto for many years and s
a sought-alter speaker on iopics
ranging from the modedn Jewish
rovel to the literature of contem-
porary kseael. Al present, she s
busy preparing for an upcoming
speaking tour while also working
0N & second noved about the mysti-
cal incinations of a young man in
soarch of love




